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Jesnite a lonn history of bad luck and under-
joing chanvies 1n anpearance, the First Zantist Church
in Cumberland, '!farvland continues church services
today. This church has lhe distinction as servinn
az a hosnital for 'nion soldiers durino the Tivil
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Baptist Church is located at 212 Bedford Street in Cumberland, Maryland. It
is a T-shaped brick structure of 13stories. The 1917 east (front) facade is of white
glazed, all stretcher brickwork; this also extends back one bay on the north and south
facades. The rest of the building, constructed in 1849, is of red brick laid in common bond
with random variations; this has been repointed. The original part has two high brick belt
courses on each facade and a single low one on the side facades (although the north side is
covered by additions). On the east facade only the low belt course exists, where it is
executed in stone. '

The church sits on a low foundation of rock-faced, coursed ashlar on the north and
south and uncoursed rubble on the west (rear). It has a plain water table. The gable end
of the church faces front. The gable roof is covered with sheets of asphalt. A replace-
ment box cornice surrounds the 1849 structure. Two interior brick chimneys are located
in the west end. One is original with corbeled cap; the other is a replacement.

The principal (east) facade is a three-part composition divided vertically into nave
(on the south) and stair tower (on the north); the latter is divided horizontally to
separate a basement from the tower above, This distinction is deliberately obscured on
the nave by containing the windows of those two floors within one large opening in the
wall. The stair tower wall is brought forward on this facade (in plan the tower comes
forward on the east and north elevations), resulting in three exposed corners on this
. elevation. Each corner is similarly buttressed on its two sides with a three-part
buttress, narrowing and set back from bottom to top. The set backs are at the first floor
and choir levels and are marked by stone shoulders or weatherings. The top and bottom
segments have inset round-arched panels. The choir Tevel segments are terminated by -
molded concrete copings. The two buttresses which flank the stair tower have an additional
section with an applied pediment and another concrete coping (these are not set back).
The southernmost buttress is shorter than those on the facade. Its terminal coping turns
to rake against the south wall of the nave. The top copings of the facade buttresses are
continuous with the copings of their respective roofs.

The nave portion of the facade, wider than the stair tower, contains between the
buttresses a large gothic tracery window set in a brick arch topped by a stone arch
above the springing. The floor of the auditorium (first floor) is marked by a band of
three large quatrefoil panels between the upper and Tower windows. The wall above the
arch is set with nine round-arched panels in a blind arcade which rises directly out of
the window arch and follows the raking of the gable. Above this is the coping of the
gable which breaks vertically near the point and then squares off to form a blunt peak.

The wall of the stair tower is similarly composed above the basement, without the
quatrefoil or arched panels. The roof coping forms a simple Tow gable.

The basement contains the main entrance, set in an arch 1ike the window arches, with
a blind arcade of five arched panels above. The entrance has a double door of two six-
paneled leaves in a wooden frame. The two parts of the stair tower are separated by a
heavy window ledge, continuous with and set back from the weatherings of the buttresses.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1.
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(DESCRIPTION CONTINUED)

At basement level the south facade has a recessed frame coal chute at the rear; this
is now sealed. There are three basement windows with 4/4 1ight sash containing translucen
glass, wooden trim, and stone sills. A low brick belt course serves as lintel for these
windows. The rear entrance on this facade js recessed and has a flat brick arch, wooden
trim, and a two-panel door with one 1ight of translucent glass. The entrance near the
front has a four-panel door.

On the first floor of this facade are three round-arched stained glass windows with
two tall panels and a fixed half-round one above, These have stone sills, plain wooden
trim, and brick arches. The six illustrations in these windows are different from
.those on the north facade. There is also one small rectangular stained glass window with
wooden trim and brick sill. -

The west end has two basement windows of thick translucent glass, one with 56
1ights and one with 69 and two larger movable panes; both have flat brick arches and
brick sills. The door in the north bay is a replacement and the transom is boarded
over. The first story has three window openings; the north one has been bricked in
but was identical to the south one, which is like the windows on the south. The central
stained glass window is shorter and wider and has a gently pointed brick arch and a
brick si11. It is an alteration as the brickwork around it is disturbed.

The north facade has one closed up basement window with brick arch. At first story
level are three stained glass windows of similar form to those on the south but different
parts fixed and movable; they have brick arches, stone sills, and wooden trim. This
facade also has a small rectangular window like that on the south; both swing in.

Two small additions are built against the north side of the church; they do not
disturb the appearance of the church.

On the interior of the church the stairs are located in the northeast corner. At
the basement level the main entrance opens into a hall facing the stair that leads to
the main worship area on the next floor. The basement is divided into a number of rooms
with walls and folding partitions.

The main floor is divided into a nave in the center, a Sunday School area divided
off with a folding wood partition in the east end, and organ, choir loft, and two small
rooms at the west end. The chancel area has an elliptical platform raised two steps
above the nave and divided from it by three pointed-arched openings with wooden pillars.
Behind these arched openings are the choir and organ lofts. The choir loft is slightly
raised above the chancel floor. A trap door in the chancel floor covers a baptismal
pool. The two rooms next to the chancel are preparation rooms. A closed stair leads
from them to the basement.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #2.
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(DESCRIPTION CONTINUED)

The nave ceiling is a flat plaster one with curved corners. The chancel ceiling is
a four-arched cross vault. Four wrought iron lamps with stained glass panels hang from
chains in the nave.

The open well stair that leads from the basement to the balcony at the east end of
the church has seven landings and six and a half flights. Made of walnut, it is not

decorated except for rectangular pendants. There is wainscoting on the walls of the
stair.

Woodwork around the doors and windows is plain. The folding partition in the nave
has eight seven-panel doors. The double doors leading into the nave are identical to

these. The choir rai] molding extends around the nave. A walnut paneled railing surround:

the organ and choir lofts. The face of the balcony 1s paneled. Architrave trim extends
around the top of the walls near the ceiling.

The pipe organ was bought and installed {in 1921 and was recently renovated.
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(SIGNIFICANCE, continued) REVISIONS 9/29/80 Ronald Andrews

The significance of the First Baptist Church on Bedford Street
in Cumberland, Allegany County, Maryland is derived from the facade
that was added in 1917 to the existing church structure erected in 1849.
Executed in a modest interpretation of the Late Gothic Revival style,
the facade embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type of
architecture that, while popular in the United States in the first
half of the present century, was not commonly used in Cumberland.
The dominant features which characterize the First Baptist Church facade
are a smooth, guiet perpendicular design executed in masonry. The
position of this structure in the architectural fabric of Cumberland
is heightened by its location on a hill from which it is visible from
various locations in the center of the city.
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With itg very stylishly cagtrived Facade, the rirst Baplist hurch is a_distinctive

structure the architeciufe 0) Cumberland. Theemmg nal 1849 buildingA@s g nave of
the churgh on the secgwd floons a characteri compén to Baptist ap#Method st churches
of thedecond half_ef the 13#h century. JA€ interjér detail is al#0 common FoO that

periof. The cops egation Mas had ups 9@ downs Pfroughout its Mistory, witlf the congrega-
tionffluctuatifig from alpost nonexisz€nt to verf large. The €ombination off 1arge typical
19thN\eentufy structure flith up-18 fate facade ¢f moderp terials 1s illusPrative of the

cycles in the conarega jon' [story.
' HISTORY AND SUPPORT

The history of the First Baptist Thurch in Cumberland has been one of fluctuating

fortune. During the last century, this church had its setbacks, but always managed to
overcome misfortune to prosper, The first record of Baptist meetings in this area was
in the 1840s, when a handful of persons met in a hall above a fire station. The first
missionary to come to these Bap?ists was Rev. Benjamin Gifffith, D.D., who Jater became
the first pastor of the church. ’

By 1849 Rev. Griffith had gathered enouga Baptists into_his congregation to build a
church, which was dedicated in Noyember 1849.% This original brick building was larger
than it need be, according to Lowdermilk, who stgtes that the “seating capacity” was
much larger than the number of the congregation.

During the Civil War Cumberiand was used to house Union wounded. "Halls, churches,
and warehauses“ were temporary hospitals where local physicians cared for the wounded
soldiers.® The soldiers hospitalized here numbered 500 in December of 1861 and 1,200
in the spring of 1862. Even after the large Clarysville hospital was opened, fifteen
different locations in Cumberland housgd wounded.® Thomas and Williams state that the
First Baptist Church was one of these.

Shortly after the war, for some unknown reason, the council of the church met and
decided to disband the organization. It was reorganized in 1871. According to local
tradition, the congregation was forced to pay for their land a second time due to an
error in.the first title. In 1878 Lowdermilk reports of a congregation of seventy
persons.

In 1913 the Reverend H.F. Loomis arrived to fi11 a one year vacancy at the pulpit
to f1nd.that much of the congregation had drifted away. Through his strenuous efforts
he rebuilt the congregation to 300 by 1923. At a cost of $15,000.00 a new front facade
to the church was erected and dedicated in January of 1917.8 Included in this facade
are architectural components that join to create a balanced visual impact. The tracery
windows are the largest in the Cumberland area. The soaring height of these windows

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #3.
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(SIGNIFICANCE CONTINUED)

is countered by the molded concrete trim hightighting the buttresses and entrance. The
arcaded effect of rows of pointed brick arches above the entrance and the larger window,
combined with the recessed position of the window and entrance, present a contrast
giving greater depth to the east facade. These Gothic Revival features and the
asymmetrical design of the facade are reminiscent of the cultural awareness of the past
members of the church.

Additional misfortunes include the murder of a missionary to China during disturbances
there, and the loss of the church's history, including the names of many of the pastors,
when the records were moved to Baltimore "for historical purposes.”

Today the church membership js still active and services continue despite the lack
of a minister. It is the determination of a congregation with a history of struggle
against misforuune that keeps this church a monument to the courage of the Baptist
people of Cumberland. The Gothic facade of this building symbolizes the strength of
these people "buttressed” by thier faith in God. .

Will H. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland (Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1971),
p. 464. Reprint of the 1878 edition.

Lowdermilk, p. 465.
Lowdermilk, p. 464.

Harry Stegmaier, Jr., Allegany County-A History (Parsons, W.Va.: McClain Printing
Co., 1976), p. 187.

1bid.

James W. Thomas and T.J.C. Williams, History of Allegany County, Maryland.
(Philadelphia: L.R. Titsworth and Co., 1923), p. 476.

Lowdermilk, p. 465.
Thomas and Williams, p. 477.
Lowdermilk, pp.465-6.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Baptist Church is located on Bedford Street in Cumberland,
Maryland.

The building basically consists of a one and one-half story, two bay
wide, "T" shaped structure. Wall construction is brick featuring white
glazed brick work over the entire eastern facade and extending back one bay
each on the northern and southern facade. Al1 the brick work, except the
new eastern facade, is laid in american common bond using random variations.
The eastern facade is completely stretcher bond. There has been repointing
done on the brick work over the entire original building. There are two
high, brick, continuous belt courses running on the south, north and western
facade. A low, brick belt course is found on the southern facade only.

This changes to an original smooth faced stone belt course as it runs into
new eastern facade. Probably, this feature was originally on northern
facade as well, which now has additions which cover this feature. The build-
ing is supported by a lTow, stone foundation of rock-faced coursed ashlar bond
construction on the southern and northern facade and uncoursed rubble on the
western facade. Water table is plain. The roof of the building is gable
front. The roof is replaced, covered with asphalt sheets. A replaced boxed
cornice with soffit and frieze surrounds the top of the building on the
northern, western and southern facades. There are two brick chimneys, both
inside end. One is original with corbeled cap, the other is replaced. The
eastern facade is the front of the church. It has a 10 foot concrete base
under its new facade which was constructed in 1917. Its walls feature
moulded concrete trim throughout on buttresses, around windows, even the
capping on top of the false parapet and gable Tocated there. There are
seven buttresses on the eastern facade including the extensions on the north-
ern and southern facades. Three buttresses on the east and two each on the
north and south extensions. Within this facade are found 34 recessed panels
of concrete with pointed brick arches over their heads. Three of these are
located on the northern extension of this facade on the buttresses with 5

of them in a row between the buttresses. On the southern extension, two
panels are on the buttresses with a row of four panels between the buttres-
ses. Located here within these buttresses were formed archways in the con-
crete foundation with some tooled work. On the main eastern facade, each

of the three buttresses have two of these panels. The buttress on the
southeast corner has a wooden door, one paneled, vertical boards, plain
wooden trim, one set in concrete archway at the base. Five of the panels
are located above the main entrance to the church. Nine of the panels are
located above the larger main window. Below the main window is Tocated one
iron grated, fixed, basement 20 1ight window of thick translucent giass of
double layered squares. Also one iron doored coal shute. The first floor
main window is a large stained glass tracery window with triple row pointed
brick arch overhead. Tracery window includes decorated wooden spandrels

and heavy wooden trim within. A smaller stained glass tracery window is
located above the main entrance with triple row pointed brick arch overhead.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The history of the First Baptist Church in Cumberland has been
a fluctuatinn one. During the last century this church had its setbacks
but always manajed to overcume misfortune to prosner. The first record
of Baotist meetings in this area was in the 1840's when a handful of
persons met in s hall above a fire station. At this time tie first missionary
to come to thuese Daoaptists was iev. Benjamin Oriffith, T.9, who later
secame tne fFirst pastor of the church.

3y 1849 fev. Sriffith had gathered cnough 3aptisty into his con-
gregation to build & church that was dedicated in “ov. 1845. ¢ This
origlinal brick building wau renortedly larger than it need be, according
to Losdermilik who stated that trne"scating capacity" was wuch larger than
the nuroer of the congregation.

osurling the civil i'ar Cumberland was used to house Union wounded.
"Halls. churches, and warehouses" were temporary hospitals wnere local
onysiclans cared for the wounded soldiers. + The souldiers huspitalized
here numbered 500 in Dec. of 1861 and 1,200 in the spring of 1852, Even
after the large Clarysville nospital was opened fifteen different locations
in Cumberland housed wounded. 5 Thomas and Williams state thiat the
First Baptist Church was used to houuse wounded soldiers. ©

Shortly after tie .ar, for some unknown reasun, the council of
the church met and decided to disband the organization but it was re-
organized in 1671. According to local tradition, another stroke of
misfortune was that the conjgregation was forced to pay for tneir land
a second time due to an error in the first title. In 1678 Lowdermilk
reports of a congregation of seventy persons.

In 1913 the Reverend H.F. Loomis arrived to fill a one year vacancy
at the pulpit to find that iwuch of the congregation had drifted away.
Through his strenuous efforts he had rebuilt the congregation to 300
by 1923. At a cost of $15,000.00 a new front facade to the church had
veen erected, and dedicated in January of 1917. 8 Included in this
Facade are architectural components that join to create a balanced
visual impact. The large tracery windows are the largest in the Cumberland
area. The soaring height of these windows are countered by the moulded
concrete trim hignlighting the buttresses and entrance. The arcaded effect

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Physical description for First Bapist Church continued Page -2-

Heavy wooden trim within this window also. The main entrance is located on the
northern corner of the eastern facade. It has a pointed brick arch covered with
a thin layer of concrete located over the doors. A recessed decorative wooden
panel is located there too. The recessed wooden doors, original are six paneled
with horizontal boards encased in plain heavy wooden frame.

Located in the rear bottom corner of the southern facade is a wood framed,
recessed, coal shute entrance that is sealed shut. The three basement windows
Tocated on southern facade have four over four lights, translucent glass, double
hung windows with mullion. They have plain wooden trim and stone lugsills. A
Tow brick belt course serves as a flat brick arch overhead. Rear entrance here
is recessed. Door is two paneled, horizontal boards, one light of translucent
glass, plain wooden trim all around and flat brick arch overhead. Another entrance
located near the front is four paneled, vertical boards with plain wooden trim
all around. First floor has three stained glass windows, each with eight 1lights,
fixed, with mullion. Above each is a half round stained glass window; fixed.
These windows have stone lugsills, plain wooden trim and semicircular brick
arches overhead. They feature six different illustrations; different from those
on northern facade. One, small, recessed, rectangular, stained glass window has
wooden trim around it and brick slipsills. This window swings in.

Western facade has two basement windows of thick, double layered, translu-
cent glass. One is fifty-six lights, fixed with flat brick arch overhead and
brick slipsill at the base. The other is sixty-nine lights, fixed with two larger
rectangular lights in middle that swing out. It has flat brick arch overhead and
brick slipsill at base. The entrance located here is replaced. It is three
paneled, both horizontal and vertical boards with one light of translucent glass.
Plain wooden trim all around. At one time contained transom which now is boarded
shut. First floor had three windows orignally, one is now bricked shut with
semicircular brick arch remaining. The northernmost window is stained glass with
five lights, four of which are rectangular with mullion. Above is a half round
stained glass window, fixed. Above window is semicircular brick arch and stone
Tugsill below. The remaining stained glass window has six lights. Three small
rectangular lights beneath three larger lights. A1l are fixed except one on mid-
dle bottom that swings in. This window has double row brick pointed arch overhead
and brick lugsill at base. Plain wooden trim all around. Originally, window was
like the other two on the western facade.

Original basement window on northern facade is sealed shut with double row
brick arch overhead still intact. First floor features three stained glass win-
dows each with eight lights, fixed, with mullion. One half round stained glass
window above each of these swings down and in. Al1 the windows have semicircular
brick arches overhead and stone lugsills at bases with plain wooden trim all around.
There are six different illustrations depicted in these windows. Also located on
northern facade is one, smaller, rectangular, recessed stained glass window that
swings in. This window has brick slipsill and wooden trim all around. The church
has two additions, both found on the northern facade. One abuts basement and made
of brick. The other is tin siding over wood and located on the Northwest corner.
Both have ribbed tar paper shed roofs. Basement addition has six, fourty-seven
light windows of translucent glass, fixed, of thick double layered squares. One
long rectangular light in middle of each of these swings out. Windows are connected
by five brick mullions. Windows have wooden lintels and cement sills. Tin addi-
tion has cement foundation. It has three one-over-one light, translucent glass,
double hung windows with plain wooden trim and wooden lugsills.




Significance continued for First Baptist Church AL-IV-A-113

of rows of nointedbrick arches above the entrance and the larger window
combined with the recessed position of the window and entrance present

a contrast giving greater depth to the eastern facade. These Gothic
Revival features and the asymmetrical design of the facade are remiscent
of the cultural awareness of the past members of the church.

Additional misfortunes to the church include the murder of a missionary
to China during disturbances there and the loss of the church's history
including the names of nany of the pastors when the records were moved
to Baltimore "for historical purposes."

Despite this lonq history of bad luck the church memdership is
Still active and services continue despite the lack of a minister. It is
the determination of a congregation with a history of struggle against
misfortune that keeps this church a monument to the courage of the Baptist
people of Cumberland. The Gothic facade of this building symbolizes
the strength of these people "buttressed" by their faith in God.

1. Will H. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland (Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co.,
1971.) p. 464. Reprint of the 1878 edition.

2. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland. p. 465.

3. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland, p. 464.

4. Harry Stegmaier, Jr. Allegany County-A History (Parsons, W.Va. : 'cClain
Printing Co., 1976) p. 187.

5. Ibid.

6. James W. Thomas and T.J.C. Williams, History of Allegany County, id. ( Philadelnhia:
L.R. Titsworth and Co., 1323) p. 476.

7. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland. p. 465

8. Thomas and Williams, History of Allegany County, HMaryland. p. 477

9. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland. pp. 465-6




Field Shect continued for First Baptist Church AL-IV-A-113

ADDITIO.S

~ortihern Facade - One aduts basemcnt, made of brick, the other is tin
addition on ... corner. 3oth have rivbed lar paper shed roofs. Dasement
addition has six, fourty-seven liaht windows, transluccnt nqlass. fixed. thick
double layered squares. Onelong rectangular ligit in middle of these

Swliigs out. iindows are connected by five vrick mullions. Have wooden
lintels and cement sills. Tin addition has cement foundation with tin siding
over wood. It has three, one-over-one lights, double nung windows, plain
Wwooden trim, wooden lugsills, translucent glass.

N YD
UUuno

Eastern Facade - Une pancled, vertical boards, plain /ooden trim.
Southern Facade Front - Four paneled, vertical boards, plain wooden trim.
Southern Facade Rear - Two panelgd, norizontal boards. one light - translucent 7lass,
recessed,nlain wooden trim. Flat brick arch.
Western Facade - Three paneled, both horizontal and vertica}l hoards, renlaced,
one light - translucent glass, plain wooden trim. Had transom
now boarded shut.

W INDUWS

Northern Facade -

First Floor - Three stained glass windows each with eight
lights, fixed, with mullion, one half round,
stalned glass window above each of these swings
down and in. Windows have stone lugsilis,
semlcircular brick arches and plain wooden
trim. Six different illustrations in these
Windows. One, small. stained glass window,
rectangular, recessed, wooden trim, brick slip-
sill. Window swings in. Une window sealed

fasement - ghut with double row brick arch still intact.

Lastern Facade -

Basement - Onc  iron grated, fixed, thick transulcent glass
of double layered squares, twenty lights. {ne
iron doored coal chute.

First Floor - One large stained qglass tracery window with
pointed brick arch, decorated wooden spandrels,
heavy wooden trim. Unc smaller stained glass
tracery window, above entrance, pointed brick
arch, heavy wooden trim.

Eastern Facade Facing South - Three stained glass windows vertically arranged
atop one another with two brick spandrels between
to look like gne larnqe window. Top stained
nlass window is double hung, two, one-over-one
lights with decorated mullion. Pointed Srick aren




Field Sheet continued for First BaptIst Church Al-1V-A-113

overhead and concrete lugsill, wooden trim all
around. liiddle windows are two,one-over-one
lights, double hung, stained glass windows with
mullion and wooden trim. No arch. Has a concrete
slipsill. Bottom windows are the same as the
middle ones, except with the concrete foundation
serving as the slipsill.

Eastern Facade Facing North -

First and On2 half Floor - One stained glass windaow
with a double row pointed
brick arch and concrete
lugsill. Window is double
hung, one-over-one lights,

First Floor - wooden trim.

Cne, one-over-one lights, double
hung, stained glass window, no
arch, plain wooden trim, concrete
lugsill.

Western Facade -

Basement - Two windows of thick double layered, translucent
glass. One fifty-six lights, fixed, flat brick
arch and brick slipsill. Sther is sixty-nine
lights, fixed, with two larger rectangular lights
in middle that swing out, flat brick arch and
brick slipsill.

First Floor - Three windows aoriginally, one bricked shut

with semicircular hrick arch remaining.

The northernmost window is stained glass with
five linmhts, four of which are rectangular

with mullion. Above is a half round stained
qlass window, fixed. ~Above window is semi-
circular brick arch and stone lugsill below.

The remaining window has six stained glass
liqhts. Three small rectanqular lights

beneath three larger lights. All are fixed
except one on middle bottom that swings in.
Youble row urick pointed arch and brick lugsill.
riginally window was like other two. 7laln wooden tris

Southern facade -

Basement - One wood, recessed coal shute entrance. Sealed
shut located in rear. Three, four-over-four
lights, translucent glass, double hung Aindows
witn mullion. Plain wooden trim. Stone lugsills,
lower brick belt course serves as a flat arch
overhead. Entrance here is two paneled, horlzontal
Soards with one light window. Flat brick arch
and plain wooden trim.

First Floor - Three stained glass windows each with eignt

- lights, fixed, with mullion. Jne half round

stained glass window above eacn of these 15
Fixed. lindows have stone lugsills, semicircular
brick arches, plain wooden trim. ‘windows have
six different illustrations, different from

ones aon Northern facade. One small rectangular




Field Sheet continued for First laptist Church AL-IV-A-113

stained glass window identical to one on
northern facade.

INTERIUR DESCRIPTION

ilaln entrance leads into basement entrance hall facing s stairway
leading to the main worship area on first floor. The narthex is a hall leading
from the stairs to the nave. The nave is divided at the rear with a folding
wooden partition creating a temporary Sunday school area with pews. The
chancel area is an elliptical platform raised two steps above the nave and
divided from the nave by thrce pointed arched openings with wooden pillars.
Behind these arched openings are the choir and organ lofts. The choir Ioft
is slightly raised above the chancel floor. A trap door in the chancel
floor covers a baptismal nool. Next to the chancel are two separate
preparation rooms connected to the basement with a single flight encased
stairway. The stairway leads to the first and one half floor balcony which
includes a separate storage room and the seating area which has been divided
by two permanent wooden partitions creating three Sunday school areas. The
ceiling of the = nave section is flat plaster, corners which are curved.
The ceiling of the chancel section is a four arched, cross vault. Four
lamps hanging on chains ahbove the nave are wrought iron with stained glass
lights. The walls are all of plaster construction.

The open well stairway leading from the basement to the balcony has seven
landings and six and one-half flightsare made of walnut. The stalrway is
plain except for rectanqular pendants. Wainscoting is on the walls of the
stairway.

Woodwork around the doors and windows is plain. The eight folding
partition doors have seven panels and horizontal boards. The double doors
leading into the nave are identical to these. An architrave choir rail extends
around the nave. “alnut paneled railing surrounds the organ and choir lofts.
The face of the balcony is covered with architrave panels. Architrave trim
extends around the ton of the walls near the ceiling.,

The pipe organ was bought and installed in 1921 and was recently
rennovated.
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ORIGINAL OWNER First Beptist S:&;ORPENO? 1g47/1848
ORIGINAL USE Religious ARCHTEgPtth
PRESENT OWNERFEiprst Baptist

PRESENT USE K14 i BUILDER
- Religious
WALL CONSTRUCTIONgBriCk 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

NO. OF STORIES

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC ies

Church seats sbout 300.

Original Church with adéitions; #Annex-218 Bedford Street had been
rectory of St. Luke's Lutheran Church-Columbia Street.

Stained Glass window Memorials.

Communion Table in memory of lr. snd Mrs. John Vandegrift,

Building used as Civil War Hospital.
..,above data by Lr. EBenjamin Eruner,Pestor.

1249--Cornerstone laid; Church between Front Street (now Henderson
Bouleverd) and Columbia Street; Consecrated Nov.4, 1249,
First meetings of the congregation were held in the Pioneer
Hose Company.

~=APHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

F- N Note: Defect found in title to nroperty and congregation had to
2 ‘ pay twice for thelr land.
S .++8charf History, p.1410, 1411
o
(]
zZ | e
3 CIVIL WAR HOSPITAL in the o0ld church--Thomas History, p.476
=
- New part of church dedicated Jan.21, 1917 " =
x (£15,000)
Li ® o o o
=]
= Note: The first chureh in Allegany County was Baptist-built in 1779
E 5. PrysICAL &ﬁﬁ%o@@g‘hgﬁ%}?&ﬁtt&n SRRty . . -H. Ian'eg—iio'r V.Good Exteriar Vo GOOA
=
o
o
2
@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER
P INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. Hazel Groves Hansrote, V-Chalrmen
" Dr. Bruner, Pastor, by Marvland Historical Trust,
- g Allegany County
gcharf and Thomas Histor; ,
rnesearch by Helen S. Hiﬁ&le Dee.l, 1870
DATE OF RECORD




INVENTORY NO: AL-1V-A-113 DATE : 10/13/77

4/7259

RCMODELING:  Drastic, moderate, minor 22338155
NAME OF PROPERTY: First Baptist Church
{OCATION OF PROPERTY: _ 212 Bedford Street
DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: Cast
NAME OF OWNER: First Baptist Church
ADDRESS:: 212 Bedford Street

Cumberland, Maryland 21502
SIORMS: 1(% 2( ) 3( ) WEPS(MeC ) BAYS: 1( ) 208 30 ) 40 ) 5C Y 6( ) 7¢ ) ()

ALNGS, ADDIITIUNS{2) (See other page)

DWELLING SHAPL: (square, cross, rectangular) "T" shaped. Head of "T" is white glazed
brick extending over eastern facade and one bay on north and south.

WALL CONSTRUCTION:

Stretcher bond on eastern facade.

( ) FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?)

( % BRICK: Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. Random on north,south.

( ) STONE: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated

() LoG 7 buttresses, 34 recessed panels with pointed

( ) OTHER: Coverings brick arches. Moulded concrete trim on eastern
(On south, north and west.) facade. Repointing of brick work.

WALL FEATURES: ( Belt Course, Pilasters, Others One low brick belt course on south, changes
to stone. 2 high ones on south, north and

VoS Ol e HARGWT BRI, Stane west. Rock faced coursed ashlar bond on south
WATER TABLE: None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Brick and north. West is uncoursed rubble.

FOUNDATIONS - 10 foot high concrete base under new eastern facade.
WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( )
(See other page) pegged( X) nailed( ) wide( ) narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( )

ENTRANCE ,DOORS: LOCATION: Northern corner of eastern facade.
HARDWARE: original(X) replaced( )
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN

6 Paneled, Verticle, Horizontal Boards

Plain wooden frame.

Boxed
CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed)
original( ) replaced(X) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave

ROOF: Gable front, Gable flank, Hip, Shed, Mansard, Gambrel, Flat, Dormers {
MATERTAL: wood shingles, slate, tin, asphalt; sheetsoriginal( ) replaced@rj
Un eastern facade are a false parapet and gable.

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable( )

CHIMNEYS: Number: o Brick(x) Stone( ) Corbeled(x) cap original( ) replaced(X)
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end(2) OQutside end( ) Central( ) Interior( )
ARCHES D & Wind Keyst %?fcg S 1, Semicircul Pointed brick arches
1ES: oor indows: eystone a egmenta emicircular
g e e Y (bew other %age% ’
COMMENTS: Originally built under greek influence, now new eastern facade and window on
western facade are influenced by Gothic

USE: Reliqion revival style

SICNIFICANCE: Architecture/History
DATE CONSTRUCTED: 1ma9
CDNDITIUN: Fair
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INTERTIOR

FLOOR PLAN:

( ) CENTRAL HALL: Two rooms, each side; double parlor, one side

( ) SIDE HALL: One room deep, two rooms deep

( X) IRREGULAR Meeting house with narthex, nave, chancel and balcony, entrance in basement
wooden partition divides nave. Flat plaster ceiling - ceiling corners

STAIRWAYS: curved.

() ENCLOSED: Single flight, two flights with landing
(X) OPEN: Well Single flight, two flights - one landing, three flights - two landings

( ) DOG-LEG Seven landings Six and a half flights
() DOG-LEG with WINDERS walnut :
‘) SPIRAL Wainscot in stairway

ROUNDED plain string

SYMMETRICAL DIVIDID FUICHTS

WALL [ (NISH:

(X PLASTER
( ) PANELED: original; replaced
{ ) BOARD PARTITION: baseboard, cornice, chair rail, wainscot

FIREPLACES:

NUMBER |
LOCATION: parallel to walls, diagonal
MANTELS: wood mouldings, pilasters, columns, masonary, marble

Dividing the nave there is an eight

DOORS: paneled, board and batten, flush door partition, seven panels horizontal
HARDWARE: original; replaced boards. Also double doors same treat-
ment

DOOR & WINDOW TRIM:

( ¥ PLAIN Architrave trim around ceiling and chair rail
(X) ARCHITRAVE in nave, wooden partition in balcony.

( ) SYMMETRIC with CORNER BLOCKS

( ) FLUTED Pointed arches at chancel.

{( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS Paneled rail around organ and choir lofts.

( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor Architrave panels on balcony face.

Four lamps in nave chain-hung wrought iron

— stained glass. ‘Wooden fluted capped nillars
NOTES: in. chancel.
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First Baptist Church

212 Bedford Street
Cumberland, Maryland 21502
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Charles R. Nuzun, City Enginser
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scale:

1
ALO (V) 500 {006




ALTE-AR 113




&l u.-.,.._n _.__.ll

LR
..m.|_ug_.__1
ﬂ..? fi T

/4
] L.Wﬁf.? A T




Al-1v-A-113
FIRST BAFT/IST CHURCH
Be/ﬁor/ 57: Cumleﬁ/ah/

WiteidAm T, PrAT T

/6 /3/9’7

: NC’RTﬁWEsf







AL-lV-A-]13
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

BELFOR P 37; CUMBERLAND
Wile/hm I, PAAT 7

10/13/99

SOUTHEAST







AL-Jv-A-71/3
FIRST BAPTIST CHupCH

BEIFop p S7, CorBERLAKD

Wite/pm T, PRAT T

/o//3/9‘7

NORTH FEFAST







Al-ty/-p-)/3
FIRST BAP7/ST CHIRH
BEPLgRL S/j CUmBERLAND

Witcrarm 7, Frar7
/0 /}/’77
EAST




AL-TE-R-113

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HISTORY

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH—-1849



